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A study of basketball in South Asia:
In point of view of the successive visits of the Springfield College

Yutaka Mizutani

Abstract

In the year of 1965, The US Department of State chose the men’s basketball team of the Springfield College
(SC), MA, USA, which became the birthplace of the game in 1891, as the United States Education Mission to
dispatch to Ceylon, now Sri Lanka, India and Pakistan in South Asia. The goals entrusted by The US
Department of State to the team were to make the game spread and to deepen international friendship and
goodwill through diverse occasions in those countries respectively.

It is the purpose of this study to clarify the basketball situation in South Asia until then as well as how the
team ran their activities in the places where the team visited from Colombo in Ceylon to Lahore in Pakistan.

The followings are considered as the conclusion of this study.

1) Since the game of basketball was initiated in the SC, the ground that the SC was chosen by The US
Department of State definitely convinced everyone in the US basketball world.

2) The YMCAs which the team visited in the countries were already founded before the visit of the team,
and they had become the pioneers in spreading the game throughout the places.

3) Non-YMCA persons with enthusiastic or charitable for education including troops from the US to those
countries also contributed to develop education and to initiate the game in the societies before their visit.

4) The SC was originally founded as School for Christian Workers in 1885. Then the name was changed to
International YMCA Training School in 1891. Therefore it is probably considered that members of the team
which travelled in South Asia equipped themselves for a good international sense as well, and could smoothly
blend with the people in the places where they visited.

5) No cram practice is able to produce much result. The legacy of their visit to the countries was an inspire

effect in the transitional process from the beginning days to the growth period of basketball after 1965.
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