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A female teacher who initiated Coach Hiroshi Kato into basketball:
A biographical sketch of Kisa Katsurada

Yutaka Mizutani

Abstract

It can be safe to claim that everyone among Japanese basketball people agrees that Mr. Hiroshi Kato is absolute-

ly one of the very outstanding coaches in the history of high school basketball in Japan, because he led the

boy’s team of the Akita Prefectural Noshiro Technical High School from 1960 to 1989 and accomplished 33 wins
in all at national tournament. Thus, there are a number of people who are interested in the moment of his bas-
ketball life.

In this connection, he had already revealed a fact in his own book published in 1992. According to his writing,

he mentions that a young female teacher initiated him to basketball while he was at elementary school in his

home town in Akita prefecture and her name is Kisa Katsurada. If so, it is very understandable that many peo-
ple are drawn into his writing about her. However he doesn’t refer to her anymore except the writing in his
book. And it should be noteworthy that no previous research on her is nevertheless done until today.

It is the purpose of this study to trace her whole life and try to clarifying how she could learn the sport as well

as how she met Mr. Kato, how she inspired him and what the rest of her life she had as well.

As a result, the followings came to light as the conclusion of this study;

1) She played in earnest basketball while she attended the Odate girl's high school in the city of Odate, Akita
prefecture, where she was born and lived until she was at the age of 18.

2 ) Eventually she became a teacher and taught him at the Yoneta Elementary School in the town of Fujisato,
Yamamoto county, Akita prefecture.

3) She met Mr. Kato there for the first time when he was 9 years old and initiated him to basketball for 4
years until his commencement of junior high school. To Mr. Kato, the encounter with her became a “trig-
ger” to his basketball life because he could come to know the fun of the sport through the basics she gave
to him.

4) He was indeed influenced by her and she continues to live in his memory. It can be sure to say that she
has to be a very excellent teacher not only because she led Mr. Kato down a path of wanting to play bas-
ketball, but because she performed the cultivation of his character.

5) Her teaching/coaching of basketball to Mr. Kato at the elementary school consequently created a great
coach in Akita prefecture. This doesn’'t mean that it is only an unknown anecdote that she initiated him to
basketball in times of war. From the view point of history of basketball in Akita prefecture at least, she has to

be acknowledged as one of the as-yet-unknown contributors to the development of the sport in the prefecture.
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